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Abstract. It remains unknown whether or not smooth solutions of the 3D incompressible MHD equations can develop
finite-time singularities. One major difficulty is due to the fact that the dissipation given by the Laplacian operator is insuf-
ficient to control the nonlinearity and for this reason the 3D MHD equations are sometimes regarded as “supercritical”.
This paper presents a global regularity result for the generalized MHD equations with a class of hyperdissipation. This
result is inspired by a recent work of Terence Tao on a generalized Navier—Stokes equations (T. Tao, Global regularity for
a logarithmically supercritical hyperdissipative Navier—Stokes equations, arXiv: 0906.3070v3 [math.AP] 20 June 2009), but
the result for the MHD equations is not completely parallel to that for the Navier—Stokes equations. Besov space techniques
are employed to establish the result for the MHD equations.
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1. Introduction

This work aims at the global regularity problem concerning the generalized incompressible magneto-
hydrodynamic (GMHD) equations of the form
{@u—ku-Vu—Fﬁfuz —Vp+b-Vb, zeRY t>0,

1.1
Ob+u-Vb+L3b=b-Vu, zcRI t>0, (1.1)

where £7 and L, are multiplier operators with symbols given by m; and ms, namely

Lyu(€) = mi(€)A(E), L3b(€) = ma(€)b(E).
When
Liu=—Au, Lib=—Ab,

(1.1) becomes the standard incompressible MHD equations. The 3D MHD equations govern the dynamics
of the velocity field v and the magnetic field b in electrically conducting fluids such as plasmas [2,16].
The fundamental issue of whether or not any classical solution of the 3D MHD equations can develop
finite time singularities has attracted a lot of attention and important progress has been made (see e.g.,
[3,4,8-11,13-15,17,20-23,25]).

However, a complete solution of the global regularity issue for the 3D MHD equations appears to
be beyond the reach of current techniques. One major difficulty is that the dissipation is insufficient
to control the nonlinearity when applying the standard techniques to establish global a priori bounds.
The d-D MHD equations for d > 3 may be regarded as supercritical in the sense that we need much
“stronger” dissipation than the Laplacian —A. In fact, if

+ -, (1.2)

1
Liu=(-A)"u and L3b=(—A)"b, "M== st » >

e~
>

DN | =
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then (1.1) has a global smooth solution for any sufficiently smooth initial data [22]. This paper improves
the global regularity result of [22] by reducing the dissipation in (1.2) by a logarithmic factor. More
precisely, we have the following theorem.

Theorem 1.1. Consider the initial-value problem (IVP) of (1.1) with the initial data
u(z,0) =up(x) and b(x,0) = by(z). (1.3)
Assume (ug,by) € H*(R?) with s > 1+ %. Assume the symbols m1 and ms satisfy

~q(©) ~ 9208’
where o and (8 satisfy
a>1+il 8>0 a+ﬂ>1+§ (1.5)
-2 4 ’ - 2

and g1 > 1 and g2 > 1 are radially symmetric, nondecreasing and satisfy

o0

ds
1/ SEE+ RGP T (1.6)

Then the IVP for the GMHD equations (1.1) and (1.3) has a unique global classical solution (u,b).

This study on the GMHD equations is partially motivated by a recent work of Tao [18], who estab-
lished the global regularity of a generalized Navier—Stokes equations, namely (1.1) with b = 0. But the
result presented here for the GMHD equations is not completely parallel to that for the generalized
Navier-Stokes equations. In fact, the condition that 3 > % + % is not required and (1.5) implies that it
suffices to assume § > 0 when « is sufficiently large.

Theorem 1.1 is proven by Besov space techniques. Identifying H?® with the Besov space B3 5, the norm
||(w,b)|| zz+ can be estimated more dedicatedly than Sobolev type inequalities. We divide the rest of this
paper into two major parts. Section 2 presents the proof of Theorem 1.1. The proof relies on an inequality
for commutators. The appendix provides definitions, properties and some useful facts of Besov spaces.

2. Proof of Theorem 1.1

This section proves Theorem 1.1. For notational convenience, we will write LP for LP(R?). To prove this
theorem, we need a bound for a special type of commutators.

Lemma 2.1. For any j > —1, p € [1, 0],

1A, f - Vigller < CIV e [IVgllLr |z @5l Lo (2.1)
< C PN |V f | a [[Vglor l2®o]o-, (2.2)
where [A;, f - V]g denotes Aj(f-Vg) — f-VA;g, ®;’s are defined as in (A.1) and ¢, and o satisfy
1 1 1 1 1 1 1
¢gro€[l,o0], 1+-—=—-4+—-+—-, —+—-+->1
p q T o r o d
In particular,
(1) for any p € [1,00],
1A, f - Vgl < C277 |Vl [[VgllLr [2Po] 1, (2.3)

(2) for anyp € [1,00], ' < p and % + % =1,
(_14d
118, f - Vglle < C2THED |V f|| 1ol Val o 2Pol - (2.4)
Remark. The special case in (2.4) has previously been obtained by Hmidi et al. [12].
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Proof of Lemma 2.1. According to the definition of A; in (A.4),
(Aj, f-V]g=A;(f-Vg) = f-VAjg
= [ & -9 - @) - Vo) dn (25)

The special case in (2.3) can be established rather easily. In fact, by Young’s inequality for convolution,

IA;, f-Vigler < IV fllze /\w —y|®;(z —y) [Vg(y)ldy
<V Sllz= IVgllzr lz®; ()] 2o

Lp
where 1+ 1/p =1/r + 1/o. For more general cases, we insert the identity
1
/ V(@ +60(y—x)) do
0

in (2.5) and apply Holder’s inequality to find
1

v [ { [ o=l -2 1V + 8- )P dy} a6
0

U=

A, f - VI

where % + % =1 and 7’ < p. Taking the LP-norm, we have

1A, f - Vgl

1 1
o [t elost o1 19s s o - opran| | oo
0 L
1 , , l/rl
~ Vgl [ H [ty =sios— o) (95 + o - ay| . (26)
0 e/
Making the substitution z = —0(y — x) and then applying Young’s inequality for convolution, we obtain
1 ) ) 1/7“/
/ | [ 1= alosty =o' w16+ 0 - ntas| as
Lp/r’
/v
/dZ
/H/ s () e

1/r'

/

e G,
1/o
= V1 / [ G ae] oo an

= ||Vf||Lq /”Jj(l)] x ||L” ed/d—d/r de

r’n1/r r’
L I e

0
< ClIV Sl [la®;(@)lze, (2.7)
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where

d d ooy 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
1+——=>0, l+—=—+— or —=+=-+=>1, 14+=-=—4+=+4=.
o T P o q r o d p q r O

Inserting (2.7) in (2.6) yields
I1As, f - Vglie < [IVgller [V FlLallz®l e,
which is (2.1). To show (2.2), it suffices to notice (A.1), namely
P (x) = 299Po(27x).

(2.4) follows by letting p = ¢ in (2.2). This completes the proof of Lemma 2.1. O

Proof of Theorem 1.1. If (u,b) solves (1.1), then clearly
t t
u®I3 + 11 +2v [ 12wl dr +20 [ l1£abl3dr = ol + o], ¢ > 0.
0 0

For notational convenience, we write
A(t) = [[L1u(t)]3 and  Ax(t) = [[Lab(t)]3-

Identifying L? as BY ,, we have

Ay =) 1A Lyul3 and Ay = [|A;Lab]f3.
J J

where the summations are over j > —1.
The rest of the proof is devoted to bound ||(u, )| z. Here H* is identified with the Besov space B3 ,.
Let j > —1 be an integer. Applying A; to (1.1), we have

815Aju =+ l/ﬁlAj’U, = —PAJ (’U, . VU) + PAJ(b . Vb), (28)

where P = I — VA~!V. is the projection operator onto divergence free vector fields. Similarly, applying
A; to the second equation in (1.1) yields

Dotting (2.8) and (2.9) by 2A;u and 2A b, respectively, and integrating with respect to x, we obtain

|Ajul|3e + 2v||L1Aul3 2 —2/Aju~Aj(u-Vu)dm+2/Aju-Aj(b-Vb) dx,

i‘
dt
d

Multiplying each of these equations by 22%7 and summing over all j > —1, we get

d sJ sj
Ll + 1015r.) + 20 3 21 Al +20 30 222 b .10
J J
=1+ 1+ I3+ Iy, (2.11)
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where
I = —22225J'/Aju-Aj(u-vu) dz, (2.12)
J
Iy =2 2% /Aju -Aj(b- Vb) dz, (2.13)
J
Iy =—2) 2% /Ajb-Aj(u - Vb) da, (2.14)
J
I=2) 2% /Ajb -Aj(b- Vu) da. (2.15)
J

Since the estimates of these four terms are similar, we only provide the details for I3. Employing Bony’s
notion of paraproducts, we can write

Aj(u-Vb) = > Aj(Skoqu-VAD) + > Aj(Agu- VS 1b)
l7—k|<3 l7i—kI<3
+ > Aj(Agu- VALD). (2.16)
k>j—1
where Apb = (Ag_1 4+ Ag + Ajy1)b. The first term in (2.16) can be further written as
Z Aj(Sk_lu . VAkb) = Z [Aj, Sk_lu . V]Akb
|7 —k|<3 |7 —k[<3

+ ) (Sk—ru— Sju) - VA;ARD + Sju- VAb, (2.17)
li—k|<3

where we have used the fact that }°, ;.3 A;jAgb = A;b. After inserting (2.17) in (2.16) and (2.16) in
(2.14), we can split I5 into five terms,

I = _QZQQSj/Ajb- S (A5, Sk ru- V]Abdz,
J

l7—k|<3

I35 = —QZQQSj /Ajb- Z (Skflu — Sju) : VAjAkbdl‘,
J

l7—k|<3

I33 = —2 ZQQSj /Ajb . S’ju . VA]bd$7
J

I3y = —QZQQSj/Ajb- Z Aj(Aku-VSk_lb)dx,
J

l7—k|<3

Iys = —QZQQSj/Ajb- > Aj(Agu- VAgD) da.
J

E>j—1
By the divergence-free condition V - u = 0, we have
I35 = 0.
To estimate I31, we first apply Holder’s inequality and then Lemma 2.1 to find that

L1 < CY 2985002 Y- IVSk—rullz= [VARb] 1z 277 |2 ®oll 11
i li—k|<3
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Since the summation is over k satisfying |j — k| < 3, we can replace the summation by a constant multiple
of the term with k = j. Applying Bernstein’s inequality to |[VAgb|| 2 yields
[In] < O Y227 AgblI3 |V Sj—1ul
J

<Oy 2a0ls Y VAR~

J m<j—2

<C ZQQSJHA b2 > 2mFR|Aul e

m<j—2
—c Zfﬂ 55 180l

xg2<2ﬂ>28ﬂuAjb||mrﬂj ST 20D | A e

m<j—2
By the Cauchy—Schwartz inequality,
] < 222” SYIN
2
o Yy (12
C(n) Y g5(2) 227 Abl1722727 | 37 2" 0F 2| A ul| e
J m<j—2
n sJ
<3 D 2% L2407
J
2
s g (12
) Y g3(2) 2% Ab)I7227 | Y 2T A e
J m<j—2
n EX)
=1 > 229 [ LoAbl[ 7 + C(n) (Isrn + Tsna), (2.18)
J
where
- 12
: . o (1 d
L= ) g5(2) 22| A50] 32727 | Y0 2R Al e |
<N | m<j-2 ]
- 12
o g m(led
I = ) g5(27)2%7(|Azb][ 32272 | S 2m0H DA g
J>N | m<j—2 ]
for an integer N to be determined later. They can be bounded as follows.
12
I =Y g5(2) 27|07 | Y 200m ) 20| Al 1o
J<N m<j—2 i
< Zg (27) 227 || A;b||3 sup 220 | A, |2, C
J<N m=j—2

where Cy denotes the constant

Co = Z 9B(m—j)

m<j—2
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Therefore,
22aj o
(QJ)H Ajull2 Y 227 Azbl 7
J<N

< Cogi(2V) g3(2") sup LA ull72 Y 2| A;b] 7
J=N J<N

I3 < Cogi(2Y) g5(27) SUP
<

= Cogi(2") g3(2") sup 1£1AzullZ2 (1Bl -
S

We now estimate I312. Let 0 < § < 8 and write I312 as
2

Iyp =Y g3(2) 27207022 Ap )13, | > 2(m=DIgmEE =D || A | s
>N m<j—2
According to (1.6), g2 grows logarithmically and we have, for j > N (provided that N is sufficiently
large),
B2 < g3(aN) 22N 0D,
Therefore

Inp < C g3(2N)272N0B=0) 3 " 928 A b 3, Zz2m<1+ O A2
j>N

< Cg3(2V) 2720 b 3.

Inserting the estimates for I31; and I312 in (2.18), we find that

n sj
(il < 7 D229 [ LaAblI7: + C gt (2Y) g5 (2V) sup 1£12ul|Z21b]17;-
j J=

+Cg3(2V) 272N o) 3l Fre

The estimate for I3o is actually easier than Is;. Since the summation for k is just over |k — j| < 3,
the summation over k can be replaced by a multiple of its typical term with & = j. By Holder’s and
Bernstein’s inequalities that

[Iao] < O Y 227 Abl| 2 | Ajullz [V A;b]|
J
<O Y229 20T Al (A ull.
J

As in the estimate of I37, we have

Taal <0322 | L2BblIE + Cn) Tz + L)
J

where I321 and 395 are given by
I = 3 g3(27) 229 A b1132 271 A a3,
J<N
Ims = 7 g3(29) 299 80113227 | Aul 3.
j>N
As in the estimate for I311, we have

Iz < Cgi(2") g3 (2V) sup 1212 jull721b] 7
1=
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or

Iz < € g5(2%) sup [[L2A0l|Ze [lully--
J=

The estimate for I395 is also similar to that for I3qs.
Iy < 3 g3(29) 279207100 9299 | A b2, 2299 A 2
J>N

_N(25—1—4
< g5(2M) 27 NS |3 (fullF-

Therefore,

|I32| < ZZW 1£28bl17: +C g3(2%) sup 1282 -
j WS
+Og3(2N) 27 VD b2 ([l

The estimates for I34 and I35 are very similar and we omit the details. To bound the parallel terms
Iy, I and I, we can decompose and estimate them like what we did to I3. The only difference is that
the term I3 decomposed from I and I3 from I, are no longer zero by themselves, but Is3 + I3 is zero.
The rest of the terms in I, Iy and I can be similarly bounded as the corresponding terms in I3. Now,
we write

Ey(t) = [lu(®)lIF- + 1617
and set 2V = F(t). Collecting all the estimates, we find that

d sj sj
T +v Y 2 LaBgullf +0 Y 22 |1£2,0]3
J J

< C (g%(Es> + gg(E‘s))2 Es (Al (t) + A2(t))

The conclusion of Theorem 1.1 then follows from (1.6) and a simple ODE argument. (]

Acknowledgment. This work was partially supported by the NSF grant DMS 0907913 and by a foundation
at Oklahoma State University.

Appendix

This appendix provides the definitions of Besov spaces and related facts. Part of the materials presented
here can be found in [1,6,19]. We denote by S(R?) the usual Schwarz class and S’(R%) the space of

tempered distributions. Let f denote the Fourier transform of f, defined by the formula

flo) = [ e pla)da,
Rd
The fractional Laplacian (—A)® with a € R is defined through the Fourier transform

D) f = [€l* f(©)-
For notational convenience, we sometimes write A for (—A)%. We define Sy to be the following subspace
of S,

Sy = ¢€S7/¢(x)x7dac:0, v =0,1,2,...
Rd

Its dual S} is given by
S, =8"/Sg=S'/P,
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where P is the space of polynomials. In other words, two distributions in S’ are identified as the same in
S}, if their difference is a polynomial.
For j € Z, we define

A;j={€eR: 271 < ¢ < 2711
Then there exists a sequence {®;} € S(R?) such that
supp®; C A, D,(¢) = Do(279¢) or B,(x) = 2790y (2 ). (A.1)
and
— 2 o J1 if&e R4\ {0},
2. (6= {0 if £ = 0.

k=—o0

As a consequence, for any f € Sy,

S Opxf=f (A.2)

k=—o00

To define the homogeneous Besov space, we set

Ajf=0;f, j=0+142 .. (A.3)
Definition A.1. For s € R and 1 < p, ¢ < oo, the homogeneous Besov space E’;q is defined by
By, ={resi: Ifls,, <o},
where
1/q
DD @A) for ¢ < oo,
175, =4 \ 5
sup 2% ||A; fl| e for g = oc.
J

To define the inhomogeneous Besov space, we let ¥ € C5°(R%) be even and satisfy
V(E) =1- Bu(6).
k=0
It is clear that for any f € &,

Usf+dy Ppxf=Ff.
k=0

We further set
0, if j < -2,
Ajf=RUxf ifj=-1, (A.4)
o« f, ifj=0,1,2,...

Definition A.2. For s € R and 1 < p,q < oo, the inhomogeneous Besov space B, , is defined by

By, ={res  Ifls;, <},
where
- 1/q
218 fllee)" | 5 ifg <o,
I£1l5;., = :Z ! (A.5)
sup 27 || A f| o, if ¢ = oo.

—1<j<00
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We caution that A; with j < —1 associated with the homogeneous Besov space B%;’q are defined

differently from those associated with the inhomogeneous Besov space B, . Therefore, it will be under-
stood that A; with j < —1 in the context of the homogeneous Besov space are given by (A.3) and by
(A.4) in the context of the inhomogeneous Besov space. For A; defined by either (A.3) or (A.4) and
Si =D kej Bk

AjAL=0 if[j—k>2 and A;(Sk—1fArf)=0 iflj—k| >4
The Besov spaces and the standard Sobolev spaces defined by
WP = A=°LP and W*P = (1 — A)~/2LP
obey the simple facts stated in the following lemma (see [1]).
Lemma A.3. Assume that s € R and p,q € [1,00].

(1) If s >0, then By , C Bs

p,q-°

(2) If s1 < s9, then Bj2, C By,. This inclusion relation is false for the homogeneous Besov spaces.
(3) If 1 < q1 < qo < 00, then By, CBp,, and B, , C QBIS)7q2' ]
(4) If 1 <p; <ps <00 and s1 = 55 + cl(;l1 - p%), then B! ,(R%) C B2 (RY).
(5) If 1 <p; <py <00, 1<q1,q <00, and s1 > s2 + d(pi1 — p%), then Byt | (R%) B;;%(Rd).
(6) If 1 < p < oo, then
By min2) © W C By maxp2)y Bpminp2) © W™ C By max(p.2)-
We will need a Bernstein type inequality for fractional derivatives.
Proposition A.4. Let « > 0. Let 1 <p < q < 0.
(1) If f satisfies
suppf C{€ € R [¢] < K27},
for some integer j and a constant K > 0, then
aidid(l_1
[(=2)* fllpa(ray < C1 22T~ £ o (ray.
(2) If [ satisfies
supp f C {€ e R : K127 < |¢] < K»27} (A.6)

for some integer j and constants 0 < K1 < Ko, then
; gl 1
C1 2% fll pa(ray < [(—A)* fll pa(ray < C2 22D £l 1o (ray,
where C1 and Cy are constants depending on a,p and q only.

The following proposition provides a lower bound for an integral originated from the dissipative term
in the process of L? estimates (see [7,24]).

Proposition A.5. Assume either « >0 andp=2 or 0 < a <1 and 2 <p < oco. Let j be an integer and
f eS8’ Then

/ A FP20,f A2 A f de > C 22| A I,
Rd

for some constant C depending on d, o and p.
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